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The Sanford Police Department has arrested a 16 year old Sanford High School student for felony Criminal Terrorizing.

On September 3, 2010, a concerned parent reported to Sanford High School administrators that a student had posted statements on Face Book that threatened students and staff of Sanford High School.  In the postings, the student indicated that he was affiliated with the “Insane Clown Posse” and made a strong reference to the Columbine school shooting.  Sanford High School administrators immediately notified School Resource Officer Michael Gordon, who along with School Resource Office Michael Thornton began an investigation into the threats.
With the assistance of the SPD Criminal Investigations Division, Officers Gordon and Thornton developed probable cause to charge the juvenile with the crime of felony criminal terrorizing. A search warrant was obtained for the juvenile’s residence.

The juvenile was arrested and the search warrant was served at approximately 1400 hours.  The juvenile was committed to Long Creek Juvenile Detention Facility.  A search of the juvenile’s home did not reveal any evidence of weapons or destructive devices, and it is believed that the threat was not credible.  

“This is a great example of how the Sanford School Department and police department work together to keep students safe,” stated Sanford High School Principal Alan Young.

Chief Thomas Connolly noted “We received the information about the threat against the students and staff of Sanford High School at approximately 9:00 AM.  By 2:00 PM the suspect was in custody and his residence had been searched for weapons.  It was our goal to close this case and make an arrest as quickly as possible so that we could determine if the threat was legitimate.”
  Distributed to:


Town Manager




WGME Channel 13

The Observer

Journal Tribune



WCSH Channel 6

The Register

Town Hall Departments


WMTM Channel 8

Associated Press - Maine

Chamber of Commerce


Journal Tribune

Portland Press Herald







Sanford News
